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June 24, 2020 

Dear Church Family,  

These past months have been challenging! The impact of COVID-19 on our lives has been vast. Not only have our 

daily routines been impacted by the physical distancing and social isolation measures, but there has been deep 

loss experienced by those who have been unable (for a variety of reasons) to connect with others, whether in-

person or with technology. One of the greatest losses that people have felt has been the cancellation of in-person 

church services (but it must be noted that ‘church’ has NEVER been cancelled and it has NOT stopped!).  

Today I am writing to advise that beginning Sunday, July 5, 2020 we will be RESUMING in-person worship 

gatherings at Kelowna Community Church. Please note… things will be VERY different than they were prior to the 

start of COVID-19, and there will be many who will make the choice to NOT come to an in-person gathering. We 

want you to know that we understand and support your decision. We hope that you will continue to worship with 

us via our live-streamed service (Yes, the weekly live-streamed service WILL continue each week).  

Here are some of the things that you need to be aware of prior to coming on Sunday: 

1. There is a capacity limit for the service. Under the guidance of the Provincial Health Officer (Dr. Bonnie 

Henry), gatherings are limited in size to 50 people. When putting physical distancing measures into 

practice, this further reduces the number permitted in our sanctuary to 25 (spaces or bubbles) – so a 

couple/family who are currently residing in the same residence would be considered as 1 space of the 25. 

Again, the maximum number of people permitted is 50! 

To this end, we need to know WHO is going to be attending each week. If you are planning to attend the 

in-person gathering, then it is REQUIRED that you sign-up IN ADVANCE of the service (we need your 

name AND the names of anyone in your family who will be attending). We DO NOT want to have to turn 

people away, but we MUST follow these guidelines with no exceptions. You can sign-up for the service by 

calling the church office (250-860-2329) and speak with Caroline (ext. 100). 

Also, once in the building we would ask that family groups please remain together as best as possible.  

2. We would ask that you enter the building only 5 minutes before the start of the service (so at 10:25 am). 

Feel free to gather outside (still physically distanced) prior to service time. When you arrive only 1 set of 

the front double doors will be unlocked for entrance (the doors closest to the grass). Upon entry you will 

need to: (a) sanitize your hands using the provided hand sanitizer; (b) sign-in indicating that you do not 

have ANY COVID-19 related symptoms (this is also for contact tracing measures should it be needed); (c) 

receive a face mask (if you do not already have one). You would then enter the sanctuary. There would be 

no handshakes or hugs permitted (insert a very sad face here).  

3. No food or beverages will be served. You may bring a personal beverage in a closed container for your 

consumption if desired.  

4. While the bathrooms will be open, we would recommend that they only be used in case of emergency. 

Please use the facilities at home prior to coming and note that the service time will be limited to around 

45 minutes. If you do need to use the washroom, please note that it will have been sanitized prior to your 

arrival (but we will not be able to guarantee sanitization once the service begins). All high-traffic and high-

touch surfaces will have been sanitized prior to opening the church building.  



5. SINGING – this is a big one and a concern for many. We’ve probably all heard about the outbreaks in 

churches and choirs in recent weeks, and so there are STRICT rules here. Music is a part of our worship 

expression and so in order for us to still sing, we all MUST wear a mask at any time when there is singing 

(even if you are just an internal vocalist). This is a requirement for all who attend.  

We recognize that wearing a mask can be challenging for some, and that it takes a while to get 

accustomed to wearing one (it’s really hot and uncomfortable for the first couple of days wearing one – 

but it does get better). We do have cloth masks available here at the church for our congregation – but 

these masks need to be washed before you use them… so if you need one, please come by the church in 

advance of Sunday so that you can select a mask for yourself. Disposable paper masks will be available for 

those who do not have a reusable cloth mask.  

If you are unwilling to wear a mask for the singing time, we would respectfully ask you to NOT attend the 

in-person gathering but continue to worship with us via the live-stream.  

6. Following the service, we would ask that you exit the building using the SIDE exit doors (down the hall by 

the gymnasium). For those with mobility issues, you can exit via the second set of front doors (closest to 

the hallway). These measures will help us in controlling the flow of people and for sanitization measures.  

7. Financial Gifts & Tithes – an offering plate will be situated at the rear door of the sanctuary at the end of 

the service where people can deposit their gifts. Please note that you can also give on-line, over the 

phone, by mail or in-person (using debit/credit card) at the church office.  

Wow – that’s a lot of restrictions, but they are in place for everyone’s safety. We pray for a time that these 

restrictions to be relaxed in the future because it will be safe to do so… but in the meantime, your safety is our 

number one priority (after serving and loving God of course!).  

So, all of this to say, if you are interested / able to rejoin us in person, we will be SO excited to see you on July 5th. 

For those who will continue to worship with us via live-stream, please know how much we love you and look 

forward to the day when we will again be able to see you in-person as well! 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding these safety measures, please give us a call here at the church! 

Loving Christ and YOU! 

Darryl & Kim 
Darryl & Kim Burry (Captains) 
Corps Officers / Pastors 

Kelowna Community Church & Ministries 

 

Give us a call: 250-860-2329 

Darryl’s extension – 101 

Kim’s extension – 102 

Jinger’s extension – 103 

Reception (Caroline) - 100 

 


